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A copy of this prospectus is available in large print.
Please contact the school.

Our Address
Gladstone Primary School,
Gladstone Road,
Barry,
Vale of Glamorgan
CF62 8NA
Telephone Number: 01446 735321
Our e-mail address: GladstonePS@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk
The school web site is www.gladstoneprimaryschool.co.uk
Our Twitter address is @gladstonebarry
Our Headteacher is Mrs Caroline Newman, currently seconded.
Our Headteacher covering for the year is Mrs Ceri-Ann Clark.
Our Chair of Governors is Mrs Amanda Malkin.
Our school is a primary school.
The main language spoken is English.
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Welcome to Gladstone Primary School!
Croeso i Ysgol Gladstone!
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you warmly to Gladstone
Primary School.
We believe that our school is a caring environment with a sense of community
and everyone at Gladstone Primary School believes that children should be
happy and secure during their time with us. We all strive to successfully
develop the ‘whole’ child to his/her maximum potential in a relaxed, confident,
welcoming and industrious environment. We believe that we can work
together to achieve this aim and raise standards in all we do.
Although I will not be at Gladstone for the next academic year, I know that Mrs
Ceri-Ann Clark will feel the warm welcome and the nurturing ethos that
everyone feels within our school.
Our prospectus has been devised to give you lots of information about our
school and about the routines that we have. We are proud of the caring and
friendly atmosphere within our school and of the quality learning experiences
that we provide.
We always welcome parents’ comments and are always available to give
further clarification or answer any questions that you may have.
We look forward to seeing you!

Mrs Caroline Newman
Headteacher
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Barry
Gladstone Primary School is situated in the seaside town of Barry,
approximately ten miles from Cardiff, the capital city of Wales. Barry lies on
the coast of the Vale of Glamorgan overlooking the Bristol Channel.
Barry developed in the late 19th century as a busy coal port and while this
aspect of its life has declined, the town continues to thrive with other
industries.
The town of Barry offers a wide range of leisure and shopping facilities
including a leisure centre and a weekly market. Barry Waterfront is currently
undergoing exciting redevelopment with many new homes, a hotel, shopping
areas and the popular Goodsheds venture with independent food places,
shops and businesses.
Barry Island is one of South Wales’ most popular holiday resorts serving the
South Wales valleys and beyond. It boasts sandy and pebble beaches and a
funfair which all cater for thousands of holidaymakers each year.
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Our School
Gladstone Primary School was built in 1906. It is an impressive red brick
Edwardian building overlooking Gladstone Road with magnificent views over
Barry Docks and the Bristol Channel.
There are approximately 480 children on roll at Gladstone. The school
consists of two main buildings, originally the Junior and Infants’ Schools. The
Nursery and Infant children are housed in the smaller building with immediate
access to the outside area, while the classes of the Junior children are
situated on the ground and first floor of the main building. We have adequate
toilets in both buildings for the number and age of pupils within our school.
We are so lucky at Gladstone to have so much outdoor green space. The
large field adjoining the school is used as a sports pitch. We also have a
grassed orchard area, a well established conservation area with a wooden
outdoor classroom and a wooded area with bat boxes and bird feeders.
We have a fantastic facility for our younger children consisting of covered play
areas, a climbing frame and a sensory garden. We also have wonderful
outside areas for our older children including trim trails and living willow
sculptures. Extensive playgrounds surround the school with clear playground
markings to stimulate play.
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School Aims
“Together Everyone Achieves More”
MISSION STATEMENT
At Gladstone School our children are loved, understood and supported to feel
happy, safe and ready to learn.

SCHOOL VISION
We aim to create a nurturing and inclusive environment for all, with our
children being at the centre of everything we do. We strive to foster a love of
learning and encourage our children and adults to develop into unique,
confident, happy individuals. Our aim is for the children to have a voice and
know their rights. An awareness of their social responsibility within Gladstone,
the Barry community, Wales and the wider world is promoted. We aim to
empower our children and adults with self belief and strive to provide them
with the skills to become lifelong learners.
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Our Staff
We are very fortunate to have such a dedicated and committed team working at
Gladstone. Each member of staff specialises in a particular subject or area of
learning.
Our Senior Management Team is:

Mrs C Newman
Mrs C Clark
Mrs H Reilly
Mrs S Marks
Miss K Constable

Headteacher (currently seconded)
Headteacher (covering for the year)
Deputy Headteacher
Assistant Headteacher & ALNCO
KS2 leader, KS2 Literacy and Curriculum for
Wales
KS2 leader, KS2 Maths and Curriculum for
Wales
FP leader, FP Literacy and Curriculum for Wales
FP leader, FP Maths and Curriculum for Wales

Miss C Jones
Mrs R Smith
Miss B Jones
Our teachers are:

Mrs S Beer
Mrs C Bluett
Miss A Denton
Mrs E Gullick
Miss C Hill-Tout
Mrs K Lindley
Miss S Walker

Mrs L Belby
Mrs L Downing (ALNCO–KS2)
Miss P Graham
Mr S Hicks
Mrs N Jefferies
Mrs L McCarthy
Mrs L White (ALNCO-FP)

Our Learning Support Assistants are:

Miss S Bullock
Mrs J Clarke
Mr M Edwards
Mrs S Harding
Miss J Hayes
Mrs R Jones
Miss C Marshall
Mrs L Morris
Mrs K Riddick
Mrs N Salmon
Mrs M Stait
Miss F Thurlbert

Mrs R Burrup
Mrs E Clode
Miss D Harding
Miss E Hartery
Miss A Jones
Miss C Leat-Bowen
Miss A Martin
Mrs S Murphy
Ms E Robatto
Mrs S Saunders
Mrs N Tanner
Mrs L Woolford

Our School Administrative Assistants are:

Mrs D Crow

Mrs A Hodgkin

Our Caretaker is:

Mr A Clode

Our Head Cook is:

Ms Y Kong
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Our Governors
Chair of Governors
Mrs A Malkin
Vice Chair of Governors Cllr Mrs P Drake

Parent Governors
Mr P Lewis
Miss K Martin
Mrs C Williams
Vacancy

Teacher Governor
Mr S Hicks

Community Governors
Mr J Aspinall
Mrs V Turner
Vacancy

LEA Governors
Cllr Mrs P Drake
Mrs A Malkin
Vacancy

Staff Governor
Mrs K Riddick

Minor Authority
Vacancy

Head Teacher
Mrs C Clark

Clerk to the Governors Mrs A Hodgkin
Co-opted - Deputy Head Mrs H Reilly
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Communicating with our Families
Our school website www.gladstoneprimaryschool.co.uk is regularly updated
with lots of information about the school. Photos are tweeted throughout the
week showing the children carrying out different activities – our Twitter
address is @gladstonebarry. We also use the Seesaw app across the school
to share the children’s work with parents. ‘Gladstone Parents’ is a closed
Facebook group with over 250 members. It is a great way for parents to share
information and celebrate their child’s successes on a daily basis. If you would
like to join, simply search ‘Gladstone Parents’ and request to join the group.

Community
Working with the local and wider community is very important to us. Examples
of how we have achieved this include our Gladstone Foodbank where all food
donated is given to the Vale Foodbank, fundraising for Finn’s Foundation,
participating in Cowbridge Music Festival and our Healthy Schools Council
presenting to residents of Springbank Care Home as part of the Staying
Steady Schools project.
Parents and grandparents are welcomed into school throughout the year to
share special celebrations with us. Our Foundation Phase classes hold
Celebration Days at the end of each topic and children in KS2 share their
learning with their families with special Sharing Days at the beginning and end
of the year.
We have strong links with both Asda and Morrisons in Barry who have been
extremely generous in supporting the school. We are also an adopted school
of Moto in the Community and have received a generous supply of books over
the years.
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Nursery Admissions
Nursery places are part-time, either a morning or afternoon session.
A child may start in the Nursery the term following their third birthday. As soon
as you decide that you would like your child to come to Gladstone Nursery,
please put your child’s name on the list at the Admissions Department, Civic
Offices.
Gladstone Nursery is an exciting place to learn and the children have access
to a stimulating learning environment, both indoors and out.

Gladstone Bach
Gladstone Bach is our new purpose built pre school facility based within our
Gladstone grounds open to all children in Barry. Gladstone Bach is part of our
school, managed by Mrs Morris, providing the same loving and caring
environment for all children. Children take part in activities within the indoor
and outdoor environment providing them with stimulating opportunities for play
and learning to take place.
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Admission Procedures
There is an annual intake into the Reception class. Your child will be admitted
in the September of the academic year in which he/she will be five years old.
A meeting for all prospective parents of Reception children is held towards the
end of the Summer Term.
The school year begins in September and is divided into three terms –
Autumn, Spring and Summer.
The School Years are:
Foundation Phase (Infants)
Reception Class
Year 1
Year 2

4 to 5 years
5 to 6 years
6 to 7 years

Key Stage Two (Juniors)
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

7 to 8 years
8 to 9 years
9 to 10 years
10 to 11 years

After Year 6 your child will move on to their chosen comprehensive school,
usually Whitmore High School or Pencoedtre High School in Barry. We have
very effective transition arrangements in place to ensure a smooth transition
from Year 6 to Year 7.
Prospective parents are invited to contact the school to arrange a visit, to see
our school environment, to meet the staff at Gladstone and also to sample the
positive working atmosphere that is apparent here.
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Getting Ready for School
It would be really helpful if your child could do the following before starting
school:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Take shoes on and off independently
Dress and undress
Remove outer clothing and hang the clothes on a hanger or peg
Use a knife and fork
Use the toilet properly
Wash and dry hands
Tidy up after using toys, apparatus, books etc.

You and your child will be invited to see the school before he or she starts.
We look forward to seeing you!
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School Times
Nursery
9 am – 11.30 am
12.10 pm – 2.40 pm

Morning session:
Afternoon session:
School
Start at:

8.55 am

Reception, Years 1 & 2 lunch:
Years 3 & 4 lunch:
Years 5 & 6 lunch:

11.50am – 12.20 pm
12.30 pm – 1pm
1pm - 1.30pm

Finish at:

2.45 pm

In the mornings our school doors are open at 8.45am and children enter
the school as soon as they arrive on the school yard. This creates a very
relaxed atmosphere and gives the children time to chat with their teacher and
friends before learning starts.
Parents do not come into the school building in the mornings however a
member of the Senior Management Team is always on the yard to speak to.
Alternatively you can discuss any issues with your child’s class teacher at the
end of the school day.
Punctuality is essential. The doors are closed at 9am and any child arriving
late has to sign in. We discourage this as it obviously causes disruption to
both the children and teachers.
We would like all children to be in their class by 8.55am at the very
latest, ready to start the school day. Please help us to achieve this.

Breakfast Club
We offer a free breakfast club to all children at Gladstone Primary. This is
situated in the school canteen for FP children and the main hall for KS2
children. Your child is welcome to arrive anytime between 8am and 8.30am
when breakfast is provided. The children are then supervised with different
activities and brought to their classes at 8.45am. If you would like your child to
attend our breakfast club please complete a form at the main office.
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School Dates 2021 / 2022
Term

Begin

Half term
Begin
End

End

No. of School
Days

Autumn
2021

Fri
3 Sept
2021*

Monday
25 Oct
2021

Friday
29 Oct
2021

Friday
17 Dec
2021

71

Spring
2022

Tuesday
4 Jan
2022

Monday
21 Feb
2022

Friday
25 Feb
2022

Friday
8 Apr
2022

64

Summer
2022

Monday
25 April
2022

Monday
30 May
2022

Friday
3 Jun
2022

Friday
22 July
2022

59

TOTAL

194

*In each academic year, every school has five INSET days.
Fri 3rd Sept 2021 will be a designated INSET day for all LEA Maintained
Schools. Gladstone also has an INSET day on Monday 6th September.
We will notify you as soon as we can of the dates of the remaining three
INSET days.
All schools will be closed on Monday 2nd May 2022 for the May Day Bank
Holiday.
Significant dates:
Christmas
Good Friday
Easter Monday
May Bank Holiday
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Bank Holiday Celebrations

Saturday 25 December 2021
15 April 2022
18 April 2022
Monday 2 May 2022
Thursday 2 June 2022
Friday 3 June 2022
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School Uniform
We ask that the children wear school colours – black, white and pale blue – as
it promotes a sense of belonging and team spirit. Items such as shoes or
boots with high heels, trainers with wheels, crop tops, beach wear and football
shirts are regarded as inappropriate.
Please ensure that your child’s clothes are clearly labelled with their name as
so many items of clothing end up in lost property. School uniform with the
school logo can be purchased from the school office where we stock a good
selection of sweatshirts, hooded tops and cotton polo shirts. Book bags are
also sold from the office.
Our Year 6 children are given a hoodie by the school when they enter their
final year at Gladstone. The colour is chosen corporately by the children
before they move into Year 6 and the top has the school logo and the child’s
initial embroidered onto it.

PE Kit
In the Foundation Phase, children are asked to wear their PE kit on the days
they have PE, you will be notified of these in September.
In normal circumstances, KS2 children change into their kit for PE lessons shorts and t-shirt for Dance and Gymnastics lessons and a tracksuit or
sweatshirt and jogging bottoms for Games lessons. However because of
Covid restrictions we are currently allowing our KS2 children to wear their kit
on the days they have PE. Trainers are essential for safety reasons. Long hair
should be tied back and children should not wear jewellery.
.
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School Lunches
The majority of our children stay in school during the lunch time period.
Children can choose to bring a packed lunch from home or to eat a school
lunch. Our school kitchen offers a choice of menus – hot and cold meals or a
vegetarian option.
The cost of school meals is currently £12 per week. This is to be paid every
Friday for the week ahead. Payments can be made with cash or online.
Application forms for free school meals can be found either on our website or
by contacting the school. We encourage parents who may be eligible for this
to apply for the provision even if you choose not to have the meals. Our free
school meal numbers help to support our budget and give us more helpful
data.
Please ensure that any cash is brought to school in an envelope clearly
labelled with your child’s name and class.

Break-time Snacks
Children are encouraged to bring fruit to school to eat during break times. As
part of our commitment to a healthy lifestyle, any other snack is not allowed.
Milk is provided free of charge to all Infant children. Children are encouraged
to bring in a bottle of water – labelled with their name - to drink throughout the
day.

.
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Supporting your child at home
We ask you to share books with your child and read with them as much as
possible. Please continue to do this as they get older as well as help them to
learn their times tables. We also feel it is so important to talk to your children,
to share experiences with them each day and to check in with how they are
feeling.
In the Foundation Phase, reading books should be brought to school daily and
they will be changed once a week. The children are also sent home with
words or sounds that they need support with.
Home tasks are also given out during the year in support of projects or
celebrations, for example St David’s Day.
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Teaching and Learning
At Gladstone Primary School we believe that everyone is a lifelong learner –
pupils and adults alike. Learning should be a rewarding and an enjoyable
experience for everyone, with wellbeing and fun at its core. Learning should
take place in an atmosphere of mutual tolerance and respect, in which all
learners feel valued as individuals and are actively involved in the learning
process. Through our approach to teaching we aim to equip children with the
skills, knowledge and understanding necessary to enable them to be able to
make informed choices about significant aspects of their lives. We believe that
appropriate teaching and learning experiences help children to go on to lead
happy and rewarding lives.
Currently Wales is in a period of change with the Curriculum for Wales being
launched. Staff are utilising many aspects of the Curriculum for Wales whilst
still meeting the statutory duties of The Foundation Phase, National
Curriculum 2008, Digital Competency Framework and the National Literacy
and Numeracy Framework.
All teaching and learning is underpinned by four core purposes: that all our
children will develop into:
-

Ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their
lives
Enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in
life and work
Ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the
world
Healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as
valued members of society
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All children have access to a range of computers including iPads in their
classroom and the internet. Interactive whiteboards are used throughout the
school. ICT skills are developed throughout the whole curriculum as part of
the Digital Competence Framework and are used to enhance teaching.
Children are taught in year groups with a team of teachers and learning
support assistants. Teachers plan together to ensure progression and
continuity within and between the year groups. A wide range of resources is
provided to ensure a high standard of teaching and learning.
The children work as a class, in groups, pairs, and as individuals, and are
encouraged to be responsible for their own work. Clear learning objectives
and success criteria are generated by both children and teacher. Children are
encouraged to assess their own and others’ work against the displayed
success criteria, taking ownership of their learning, with a clear idea of how to
improve their work. Within the lessons are plenary sessions where the
learning is consolidated and work shared with the rest of the class. The
teacher works with different groups during the lesson and encourages the
children to work independently.
We actively encourage practical activities in all age groups and believe in
using our outdoors environment as much as we can to support learning.
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Wellbeing
At Gladstone we foster a positive and caring atmosphere. We aim to develop
a sense of self-respect and self-confidence in each child and with this in view
we encourage positive behaviour at all times.
We are the first school in Wales to be accredited with ‘trauma Informed and
mental health aware’ status. We have twenty trauma informed practitioners in
school and all staff have received extensive training. We understand that
behaviour is communication and that sometimes children have experiences
that may result in behaviours being adversely affected. We work in a very
supportive way with all children and our behaviour policy supports this. We
offer many strategies and interventions that support a trauma informed
approach.
Gladstone is also a Values school. Values education lies at the heart of our
Behaviour Policy. It provides a solid foundation enabling our pupils to make
informed choices by reflecting, thinking and understanding. It also gives us a
common vocabulary, which we all understand, helping us to deal with
behavioural and emotional issues in a positive and supportive manner.
Through a Values-based Education, a positive culture for teaching and
learning is created which is based upon valuing ourselves, each other and the
environment.
We use an online behaviour reinforcement system called Class Dojo to
reward good behaviour, along with our ‘Magic Stars’ in KS2, stickers and lots
of praise.
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Of course there are times when unacceptable behaviour occurs and this is
always dealt with promptly. We adopt a fair and consistent approach to
supporting children who struggle to behave in acceptable ways and we always
communicate with parents and expect their support.
If you are called in to speak to us at school or have a letter about your child’s
behaviour, please remember we all have the same aim which is to develop
each child’s self esteem and to help him or her to live and work happily in and
out of school.
An anti-bullying policy, race equality and equal opportunities policy support
the aims and objectives of the school. These policies are updated regularly,
adopted by the Governing Body and parents can have access to them. All
school policies support equal opportunities.
The school adopts a responsible approach to the safeguarding of all children
in its care. We have a child protection and safeguarding policy that adheres to
the All Wales Child Protection Procedures and a guidance document in
relation to the use of photographic equipment at school events. On admission
to the school, parents are issued with a ‘blanket’ consent form in relation to
the photographing of their children for the duration of their attendance at
Gladstone School. These documents are available for inspection via the Head
Teacher.
In line with statutory requirement, looked after children are supported through
a PEP (personalised education plan), which is drawn up in consultation with
the local authority. Mrs Marks has overall responsibility for promoting the
education achievement of our looked after children.
Sometimes events can happen at home that may affect your child’s behaviour
in school. Please let us know so we can help your child with sensitivity and
understanding.

Emotional Support
At Gladstone all staff are trained in ensuring that every child despite their
emotional or academic needs are nurtured, helped to feel safe and helped to
learn and grow emotionally and academically.
Throughout the school there are many strategies to support all children of all
needs including trauma informed practices, ELSA, Motional and bespoke
school support plans.
We also have a dedicated wellbeing phone number which parents can access
if needed.
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Additional Leaning Needs
The teachers at our school cater for the needs of all our children. If your child
has a learning or behavioural difficulty or is more able, the class teacher will
help, support and extend him or her in every area of the curriculum. The
Support Team, led by Mrs Marks and both Additional Learning Needs
Co-ordinators (ALNCO), is available to give advice and support where
necessary. On occasions it might be advisable to seek help from other
professional agencies eg. speech therapists, educational psychologists or
specialist support teachers for further advice and professional opinion.
If we are concerned about your child we will invite you to discuss progress
and ask for your consent to involve these other agencies. If you have any
worries then do not hesitate to come and see us. There is a designated
governor who monitors the additional learning needs provision in our school.
In certain circumstances some children will require a statement of Special
Educational Need, which will necessitate specialist provision. The school
follows the government Code of Practice and a copy of the school policy for
provision of children with ALN is available to parents.

Pupils with Disabilities
Admission of children with disabilities would out of necessity be conducted in
liaison with Pupil Support Services from which support in terms of expertise,
staffing, training, building adaptation and specialised resources may be
required.
The expertise, experience and professionalism of all teaching staff and the
ethos of the school will ensure that children with disabilities admitted to the
school will have access to the national curriculum and all other aspects of
school life as far as is practical and possible at the time.
Staff are conversant with the Code of Practice for Schools relating to the
Disability Discrimination Act 1995 which came into effect in September 2002
and a Disability Accessibility Plan has been drawn up.
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Collective Worship and Religious Education
Collective Worship is held for all primary children and teachers, children and
visitors are involved in the delivery of this Collective Worship. Parents have a
right to request the withdrawal of their child from Collective Worship.
Religious Education is an integral part of our curriculum and we believe that it
supports children in understanding many global issues and supporting them to
be citizens of the world. However parents do have the right to withdraw their
child from this subject if requested as it is not a statutory part of the national
curriculum. Children will be given alternative work.

Welsh
Welsh is a core subject and is taught throughout the school by class teachers
and our LSAs. Children and staff are encouraged to use incidental Welsh
where possible and a ‘Phrase of the Fortnight’ is introduced every two weeks.
Tocynnau are awarded to children who initiate Welsh conversation and the
year group with the most tocynnau each fortnight receive an award.
We incorporate Curriculum Cymreig throughout many areas of the curriculum,
such as using the works of Welsh authors, poets and artists. We utilise the
wealth of Welsh heritage and history in our local area and educational visits
take place throughout the year to enhance learning, for example to the
National Roman Legion Museum at Caerleon, St Fagans National Museum of
History in Cardiff, as well as to more local places around Barry. We also
participate in a range of activities throughout the school year including Welsh
Folk Dancing, learning Welsh songs and celebrating St David’s Day with the
school Eisteddfod.
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Sporting Activities
At Gladstone we strongly promote the importance of healthy and active
lifestyles with the philosophy that sport is for all and sport is for life.
With this in mind, we offer a wide range of sporting activities at Gladstone,
both within the PE Curriculum and - when Covid restrictions are lifted - during
after school clubs. Children participate in Athletics, Cricket, Dance, Hockey,
Football, Netball, Rugby, Swimming, Tennis and Welsh Folk Dancing. In KS2
each child starts the day with our ‘Half Wower’ –half an hour of physical
exercise.
During their time in KS2 children participate in a three week intensive ‘Learn
to Swim’ course at Barry Leisure Centre. Year 6 receive cycle training, initially
within the school grounds progressing to safety on local roads. The children
have the opportunity to play in inter-school matches and enter local and
national tournaments and competitions. We welcome visits from local Sports
Development Officers and coaches from other sporting clubs who can offer
time and expertise in supporting the school in PE both within curriculum time
and during after school activities.
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Assessment, Recording and Reporting
Assessment and Recording form an important part of our work in school. The
progress of each child is monitored and suitable programmes of learning to
suit his/her needs are developed.
The class teacher keeps records of each child’s progress in every area of the
curriculum and wellbeing. Relevant samples of children’s work are kept. The
national Literacy and Numeracy tests are carried out with children in Year 2 to
Year 6 following government guidance.
As part of assessment, parental consultations are held in the Autumn and
Summer Terms. We also hold ‘Celebration Days’ in the Foundation Phase
and ‘Sharing Days’ in Key Stage 2 throughout the year where parents are
invited to come in to celebrate and share their child’s work with them.

Reporting to Parents
A report on your child’s progress is provided at the beginning of the Summer
Term. An appointment can be made to discuss this with the class teacher if
required. At the end of the Foundation Phase (ie. when your child reaches the
end of the Infant stage) and at the end of Key Stage 2 (the end of the Junior
stage) levels of achievement are measured by teacher assessment.

Schoolcomms
The school operates ‘Schoolcomms’. This is a secure way of receiving
messages and letters from the school straight into your email account. Please
let the school have your email address so we can keep you updated with what
is going on at school. We try to be as ‘paperless’ as possible and the majority
of information to parents is sent by email.
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Gladstone Senedd
We actively promote the UNCRC – United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child - and believe that every child should be listened to and has the
right to have an input into what happens in our school.
As a result every child in Key Stage 2 is a member of one of our school
councils - Eco, Healthy Schools, Enterprise & Fundraising and Spread the
Happiness – all chosen by the children. Throughout the year, each year group
spends time on each of the 4 different areas, thus contributing fully to school
life. They also talk regularly to children in the Foundation Phase to ensure
their views are heard too.
Each class nominates a Chair and Vice Chair and these children make up our
Gladstone Senedd. The Senedd is run by its own Chair and Vice Chair and
these Year 6 children are elected at the start of the year. The Senedd meets
termly and each Council are given chance to feedback on their actions
covered so far and ways forward for the year.

Super Ambassadors
Our Senedd Chair and Vice Chair are also our Gladstone Super
Ambassadors. They have 3 jobs to do:
1. Tell our children about the UNCRC
2. Tell us about Sally Holland, the children’s Commissioner for Wales and
her job which is to help all children in Wales to be happy, healthy and
safe
3. Carry out a special mission each term. Over the years these missions
have included promoting Anti-Bullying Week throughout the school,
setting up an intergenerational group where children in Year 1 and their
parents celebrated their love of books with the residents of Golau
Caredig and helping to organise fun days for the children in our school.
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Eco-Schools
Gladstone has been an Eco-School for 16 years. We have achieved our 4th
Eco Flag and have renewed the prestigious Platinum Award five times –
something we are very proud of.
Eco is one of our school councils and we are constantly thinking of ways to
protect and improve our environment as well as saving energy by reducing,
re-using and recycling.
Our Eco-motto is ‘Go Green at Gladstone’.

Healthy Schools
Gladstone is part of the Vale of Glamorgan Healthy Schools Network and this
year we have – for the 4th time - successfully renewed the National Quality
Award for Healthy Schools, again we are so proud of this. This recognises
our commitment to the promotion of a healthy lifestyle at Gladstone. Health
education is taught throughout the school. The children learn simple rules
about hygiene and caring for themselves and others. Health related exercise
is promoted within the PE curriculum.
Sex and Relationship education is taught to children in Years 3 to 6 during the
Summer term. Consultation takes place with parents before any sensitive
issues or teaching is carried out to ensure that all views of parents are
respected. Parents are given the opportunity to view and discuss the teaching
materials used. Parents have the right to withdraw their child, should they so
wish, from Sex and Relationship education.
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Medicines
If your child needs to take any medicine prescribed by the doctor, please try to
give the medicine out of school hours. If this is not possible please come to
the school office. You will need to complete an Administration of Medicines
form and send in the medication in its original packaging from the pharmacist.
If your child has to be excused from PE lessons on medical grounds please
send a note to the class teacher. Children suffering from asthma should carry
their asthma pumps at all times and be able to use them properly.

Emergencies
Occasionally accidents do happen in school and although there is always a
teacher available with training in first aid, sometimes a child may need to see
a doctor. If there is a problem we need to be able to contact you quickly so
please make sure we have an emergency phone number.
In the case of emergency the school will take immediate action to safeguard
any child before contacting parents, ie. call an ambulance. If emergency
numbers are not kept up to date and school cannot contact parents, school
will assume loco parentis.
Please ensure all emergency contact numbers (mobile and land line) and
email addresses are kept up to date on the school system by contacting
the office via phone, email or letter.
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Extra Curricular Activities
At Gladstone we take pride in the number and range of after school clubs that
are offered to the children.
This could not take place without the commitment of all the teaching and non
teaching staff at the school. We also welcome parents who offer valuable help
and expertise.
Because of Covid restrictions we unfortunately have not been able to hold our
after school clubs this year however in the past clubs have included Cricket,
Construction, Dance, Drawing, Friendship, Netball, Football and Origami.
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Health and Safety
If you bring your child to school by car, please do not park on the yellow zigzag lines outside the school. Parents are asked not to drive their car into the
school grounds including the staff car park. We do encourage parents to walk
their child to school.
Dogs must not be brought onto the school premises in the interests of health
and hygiene.
Gladstone is a designated ‘No Smoking’ area – this includes the buildings, the
playgrounds and outside the school gates.
For the safety of the children we have installed door entry systems on the
Nursery, Infant and Junior entrances. A CCTV system allows monitoring of the
whole site.
The Health and Safety policy is updated annually and all staff have received
training in risk assessment.

E-Safety
We take e-safety very seriously and all children and parents are asked to sign
an acceptable use agreement which outlines how to stay safe when using
the internet. Children are expected to follow these guidelines both at school
and at home when they are online.
There is a progressive scheme of work in place and throughout the year all
children receive lessons on e-safety. This is also reinforced during assemblies
and workshops.
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Attendance
Parents have a duty to send their child to school and we expect your child to
be in school every day and on time, unless of course they are too ill to
attend. All schools are required to keep an attendance register in which the
presence or absence of every pupil on the school roll has to be recorded at
the beginning of every morning and afternoon session. If your child is absent
you must inform the school by telephone call or email and we will consider
carefully if the absence is to be authorised.
Punctuality and regular attendance are extremely important factors in the
learning process and there is now a direct correlation between attendance
and attainment. Please do not plan holidays during term time.
At Gladstone we monitor attendance very closely and will contact you if we
are concerned about your child’s attendance. We work very closely with the
Vale of Glamorgan Education Welfare Officer (EWO) and will refer children if
attendance is a concern. The Governing Body have agreed the use of Fixed
Penalty Notices for families with poor attendance.
We also like to reward children with good attendance. Children who are in
school for the whole week receive a sticker. Once they have built up six
weeks of full attendance they are rewarded with a prize. Each week we
publish attendance figures for each year group, these are announced in
assembly and displayed in school. The year group in both Foundation Phase
and Key Stage 2 with the highest attendance % for the week receives a trophy
and the year group who has received the most trophies in a term chooses a
special treat.
To give your child the best possible chance in school, please ensure he
or she attends school every day.
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School Trips
To engage and enrich your child’s learning experience he/she will be involved
in a range of visits and trips linked to the class topic. These may include visits
to museums, exhibitions, concerts and places of local interest.
We also invite a variety of people into school to talk and share their skills with
our children. These might include fire and police officers, road safety officers,
authors and theatre and musical groups.
In Year 6, children are given the opportunity to attend a residential field study
week where they undertake a range of outdoor and adventurous activities.

Charging Policy
The policy of the school governors is to ask for voluntary contributions
towards the cost of educational visits for school time activities. If the
contributions are insufficient the event may not take place. However, we
would not wish any child to be excluded from such activities on financial
grounds.

Complaints Procedure
You are always welcome to contact us at school to discuss any concern you
may have. Members of the Senior Management Team are always available on
the yard in the mornings and your child’s teacher is usually available at the
end of the school day.
For lengthier discussions or matters of confidentiality it is advisable to make
an appointment.
If you are still concerned, or the problem is of a broader nature, you are
welcome to see Mrs Clark or the Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Reilly.
In the unlikely event of the issue being unresolved you have the right to take
the matter to the Governing Body.
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School Rules
We have deliberately chosen two rules which, if followed, will create a safe
and happy learning environment for all.
They are –
1. Keep hands, feet, objects and unkind words to yourself
2. Follow instructions.

Thank you for reading our prospectus.
We hope it will encourage you to visit our school.

Thankyou from all the staff at
Gladstone Primary School
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